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[0:00] Well, please take your Bibles and turn to the New Testament book of Philippians in
chapter 1. This morning we're going to be reading verses 12 through 26.

Chapter 1, verse 12 through 26. Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.

As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else
that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have
been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The
latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.

The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can
stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter?

[1:15] The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is
preached. And because of this, I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice.

For I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what
has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly expect and hope that I will
in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now, as always, Christ will
be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will
mean fruitful labor for me.

Yet what shall I choose? I do not know. I'm torn between the two. I desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is better by far.

But it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I
will remain and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith.

[2:28] So that through my being with you again, your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account
of me. Let's hear God's word preached.

Let's hear God's word preached.

So that now, as always, Christ will be exalted or magnified in my body, whether by life or
by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

To me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. So some simple questions this morning. Paul,
what is life to you?

What's living all about for you? What gets you up in the morning, keeps you going all till
night? Your central aim, your number one priority, your passion that drives you.

[3:56] Maybe you could even sum it up in just one word. Oh, that's easy. Because to me, to live
is Christ.

Christ. It's all about him. The real living person. The eternal son of God who became man
to save us and died and rose again and now forever lives for us.
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It's about knowing him. It's about loving him. Worshiping him. Trusting him. Obeying him.
Serving him. It's about doing his will. Seeking his honor.

Spreading his gospel. Making him known. To me, life is Christ. So what about you?

What is life for you? Is it Christ? Is he the center? The son of your solar system?

[4:58] Or does life still revolve around you? Is it Jesus in the morning? Jesus in the noontime?
Jesus when the sun goes down? Does he have his fingers in every aspect of your day and
life?

Is he the center of your least ambition? The focused focus of your greatest endeavor? Is
he your best thought?

By day or by night? Is he is his love your soul's chief treasure? Is his smile your chief
delight? Is Christ the one word summary of your life?

Paul, another simple question for you. What is death to you? These really are simple
questions, John. For to me, to die is gain.

It's profit. It's better. Indeed, it's better by far. So again, let me ask you. What is death to
you?

[6:08] If it came calling for you today, would it be gain for you or loss for you? Which? Now, Paul
would be the first to tell us that his life was not always Christ.

The first part of his life was all about himself, wasn't it? Serving self. Pleasing self. Making
a name for self. And Paul used religion to that end.

You remember, he was rising to the top. He was the rising star in first century Judaism.
Why? Because he was persecuting and killing the followers of that false Messiah, Jesus,
as the Jews thought of him.

Paul's living for himself. And all the while thinking he's serving God. That God is pleased
with him. Thinking his own religious deeds and works.

Are piling up enough merit for him to get into heaven at last. That was the way Paul began
and continued his life. So Paul would tell us very frankly, life to me was not always Christ.

[7:18] And therefore, death to me was not always gain. You see, these two are intimately
connected. No, death would have been loss.

Eternal loss to have died without Christ as my Lord and Savior. But you remember how
Paul met the living Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus.

His eyes were open to the glory of God in the person of Christ. And also open to himself.
And he saw himself as he really was for the first time.

A wretched sinner with no righteousness to commend him to God. Only sin that deserved
damnation and judgment. He was guilty. But now with open eyes, he saw that Jesus
Christ fully met his need.

His greatest need for forgiveness. And new life. Pardon. To be right with God. It was to be
found in Jesus Christ.

[8:20] And so he abandoned his own way. And he trusted in Christ alone. Receiving him and his
righteousness and his forgiveness. And his eternal life.

And then did he have a new reason to live. A new center. A new focus. A new purpose. A
new priority. Then, to me, to live became Christ.

And from that moment on. For me, to die. Was gain. You see, the two are inseparable. To
die is gain only if to live is Christ.

Now, we're just getting started in this letter of the Philippians. And here we are at verse
21. To me, to live is Christ. And to die is gain. But we've already seen that Paul's life is
Christ.
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Christ. Life equals Christ for Paul. His identity. Right off the bat. What's he say? It's all
wrapped up in Christ. Paul and Timothy's servants.

[9:26] Or better, slaves of Christ Jesus. Paul's identity can only be understood in relation to
Christ. I'm his slave.

I exist to do his will. His unity with all the other believers is based in Christ. As he
continues, verse 1. To all the saints in Christ Jesus.

At Philippi. So, Paul's a man in Christ. But he's not the only man in Christ. All other true
believers are in Christ. And so, Paul's unity with every other believer is found in Christ.

That's his identity. That's his unity. And thirdly, it's his joy. His joy is in Christ. Where is
Paul when he writes this? He's in prison. But Paul hasn't hitched his joy to the horse of
circumstance.

He's hitched his joy to Christ. And that's why it's not affected. And it's not lost or robbed in
prison.

[10:33] And his mission? It's all about Christ being proclaimed. Others were doing it more boldly
due to Paul's example. And in prison, he found a new audience to tell people about Jesus.

It was all about Christ, you see, for Paul. And because of this, I rejoice, he says. So, we're
not surprised when we get down to verse 21 to hear Paul say, For to me, life is Christ.

That's what we've seen already in these first 20-some verses. His identity, his unity, his
joy, his mission. Indeed, his entire life is all wrapped up in the person of Christ.

And I think we need to pause and let that grip us this morning. These three major themes
that we're looking at in the letter, our unity, our joy, and our mission, they'll only be
accomplished to the extent that Christ himself is our life.

That will affect each of these major themes. Christ is the heartbeat of it all. He's the
source, the life-giving fountain by which our unity, our joy, and our mission is advanced
and increased.

[11:58] So, this letter, then, is not ultimately about Paul. We're going to learn a lot about him, by
the way, but it's preeminently about Christ. That's the undergirding theme of these other
sub-themes that we might call them.

Paul's simply one stage upon which the real actor, Christ, is being portrayed. And in this
letter, Paul's leading us to Christ.

He's pointing away from himself to Christ. So, looking at the apostle as we meet him in
this letter, we may marvel at him, and rightly so, but if we stop there, we miss the point
entirely.

We're meant to ask, what must there be in Christ for a man to make him his life? What's
driving it?

What's the source of this life? What is it about this Christ that has so captivated the
apostle Paul that he has become his life?

[13:16] And there were, no doubt, many things, but I believe, preeminently, what the records
show is that it was the Lord Jesus' love of which we sang this morning. A love like none
other.

Paul never got over this, that the Son of God loved me and gave himself for me. That he
would take my place, be cursed that I might be blessed, die that I might live, and really live
forever.

He tells us that it was that intoxicating love of Christ for him that held him in its grip.

The love of Christ constrains me, it compels me, it squeezes me, it holds me to do what?
To no longer live for myself, but for him who died for me and was raised to life.
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Paul had found in Christ a love that was better than life. A love that would not let him go,
and thus he bound me to him.

[14:24] To him. It is Christ, it is his love in the gospel then, that makes a man or woman, boy or
girl, to say for me, to live is Christ.

And where that's true, there's this never-ending supply for our unity and joy and
completing of the mission. So, let's think as we're considering verse 21 this morning
especially.

How do you think about your Christian life? Let's consider some pie charts, if we could
have the first one. Is that the way you think of your Christian life?

So, you have life, your life made up of many parts. There's the family, your marriage and
children and parents, your finances, your work, your rest and recreation, your
entertainments, your health, your body, and then your troubles.

Really, the tea could be in every one of those slices, couldn't it? as each slice has its
troubles of its own. And then your other relationships, and then there's Christ. Is that how
you think of your life?

[15:42] Well, some people would say, well, no, that's obviously wrong. Christ doesn't have a big
enough slice of the pie, so if we could have second slice. There, now it's fixed.

Now we've got it in right proportion. All these other areas of our life, but Christ has the
biggest part of my life. Well, that's to miss the point of what Paul's saying in our text.

What Paul is saying is the third slide. that Christ is my life. There is no part of my life but
that Christ is the most important part of that.

He is my life. Not just part of my life, not just the biggest part of my life, but all my life in its
entirety. Nothing in life is to be detached from Christ.

He, the person of Jesus, is to fill every nook and cranny, every aspect of life. It's to find its
purpose in Christ.

[16:51] Its meaning, its significance, its priority, focus in Him. So let's work that out in three
lessons this morning. Lesson number one, if Christ is your life, then magnifying Him is
your number one goal.

Your passionate pursuit in life. If Christ is your life, then magnifying Him is your number
one goal in the whole of life. Notice how Paul puts it in verse 20.

I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed but will have sufficient courage
so that now, as always, Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.

Christ magnified by life, my life or my death. Notice the word here for Christ will be exalted
or magnified.

It's the Greek word, megaluno. Mega. We know a little about mega, don't we, in these
days. Mega means great, doesn't it? Large.

[18:01] To make large is the idea of this word. Hence, to magnify, which most versions translate
this exalted or magnified.

It's what a magnifying glass does. It makes objects look big and great. Mega. I've often
shared this with you.

Remember the young boy that went with his father to hear the great evangelist George
Whitefield preach and when he came home, the report he gave to his mother about
Whitefield was that he made God look big.

Mega. And of course, God is big and Whitefield showed that and what he said about him.
He magnified God.
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He showed how great and good he is. Now, you don't have to be a preacher in order to do
that. You too have a great big Savior and Lord who's majestic in holiness, awesome in
glory, working wonders and you are one of those wonders.

[19:13] You are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus. You are his work of art that he is
showing off in this dark world and in seeing you and in hearing you, others are to be
impressed not with you but with the greatness and glory of the artist himself in that way,
Christ is to be magnified as they meet up with you.

You're a disciple of Christ and in watching you and listening to you, they're to go away
thinking bigger and better and more highly of your master, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, that's how Christ is magnified in your body. What must her master be that sustains
her joy in the midst of such sorrow?

What must his master be to make him so full of love to others? You see, Christ is
magnified in my body.

That becomes the priority. When Christ is your life, magnifying him is your number one
goal. Now, let's see how this works out. Not just in theory but in practice. So there's Paul.

[20:33] He's in prison. He's awaiting the outcome of his trial. It could end either in his freedom or
in his execution. Life and death are hanging in the balance for Paul.

What would be your number one concern if that was you? In prison, awaiting the outcome
of your trial. Life and death.

What's your number one concern? Lord, get me out of this alive. Not Paul. What he wants
more than anything else is seen in verse 20 that Christ will be magnified in my body
whether by life or by death.

You see, here's something more important than life itself. That the matchless worth of
Christ will be put on display in me. Whether that is by living or dying.

So that if I live, then let me show that Christ is worth living for. That he's worth serving with
all my heart and strength and mind and all my life.

[21:42] life. And if I die, let me show that Christ is a master worth dying for. That his love is better
than life. That there is no fear in death for those who are in Christ.

So that in life or death, what does it matter if only that Christ's greatness, Christ's
magnificence can be seen in me. Can you see how with this attitude, Paul can't lose, can
he?

There's only two options and he's a winner in either one if he's able thereby to magnify his
wonderful Lord Jesus. He knows that each of those two situations has its own opportunity
to magnify Christ.

How do you look at life that way? Is that how you look at your life? as opportunities to
magnify Christ.

So, are you asking in your present circumstances or in the phrase that keeps coming up in
Paul's letter in what's happening to you right now? Are you asking the question how can
the greatness and goodness of Christ be seen in me in this circumstance?

[23:02] Lord, I'm here by your appointment. Give me sufficient courage to magnify you here. And
if Paul can do this in his prison, we can surely do it in our pandemic.

He was cut off from his usual missionary journeys. He's not going hither and thither as he
used to be able to. His freedom has been slammed into a cell, into a prison. And Paul
finds there other ways to magnify his Christ.

because he's not complaining about prison, but he's seeking his number one goal in life
that whatever I'm doing, that there I might be magnifying and making much of Christ to
others.
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Are you asking, what would most magnify Christ in this pandemic? Griping and
complaining with everyone else on the planet or rejoicing in Christ that you have such a
wonderful friend in Jesus?

Living in dread, fear of death or trusting in Christ as one who is ready and willing to die
and go to be with him? How can I best magnify Christ in this situation?

[24:27] Go back through the pie chart of your life, each area, your marriage and family. How can I
magnify Christ as a wife?

In good times and in the difficulties and tension times, how can I as a wife most magnify
Jesus then and here? As a husband, how can I so love my wife in a way that would reflect
upon Christ's love for the church?

As children, children, how can I so honor my father and mother so that other people
seeing me obey their commands first time, doing it all, doing it now, doing it with the right
heart attitude, that they will say, Christ does make a change in children's life.

Even a child can be known by his actions, by whether they're good or bad. you see, the
goal, magnify Christ.

Or, you go to your money, how can I put my money to the use that will magnify Christ?
Well, I can control my spending so that I can pay my bills on time and be an honor to the
Savior.

[25:47] I can provide for my own family, which, if I don't do, I'm worse than an infidel. I need to
have others think well of Christ by the way I provide for them, by the way I provide for the
needs of others, and by the way I advance the cause of the gospel.

That's what the Philippians were doing. Remember? As soon as Paul came to town, these
first people were converted, they said, here, Paul, take our money and go tell others about
Christ.

Is not the best money you've ever spent, that which you've invested in the advancement
of the gospel of Christ? Laying up treasures in heaven.

What about the workplace? As you're driving to work, nobody's driving to work anymore,
as you're walking into your study, or wherever you do work at your house, are you asking,
how can I bring people there at my workplace to see the worthiness of Jesus?

By the way I work, by my interactions with them, my care for them, my witness to them,
my rest and recreation, my entertainments, it's all connected to Christ, you see.

[27:08] What would honor him? What would speak well of him, that he's my greatest joy? How do
I conduct myself in that area? my health, my body?

What would most magnify God in the way I treat my body? Remembering that it's the
temple for the spirit of Christ. So I must be concerned about the sleep I give it and the
food I give it and the exercise I give it.

I must do something for, as Paul says, so that Christ may be magnified in my body,
whether by life or death. Everything we do, folks, is in the body.

Therefore, we must relate this to Christ as well, to learn to take care of his temple without
turning the temple into an idol and worshiping it. And if your health is poor, you must ask
then as well, how can I magnify Christ in poor health?

And if it's not poor health, how can I use this energy of my body to serve him? Troubles,
that's a slice of life that none of us ever escape.

[28:28] It actually plagues each slice of life. Troubles are not an excuse to take a break from
magnifying Christ. Rather, it's just a new arena for opportunities to magnify him.



Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-06-23 02:33:00

And so my ultimate goal in my affliction is not to escape from it, but to magnify Christ in it.
So in my troubles, you and your troubles, I need to spend less time fretting about how I
can get out of them and more time thinking and praying about how I can magnify Christ in
them, showing him to be more than enough for me.

A satisfying fountain in this desert-like world of troubles. Shouldn't he have a testimony of
his greatness among people who are in trouble? And your other relationships, Paul's
already exemplified that to us, hasn't he?

When even other Christians are mistreating you, they were happy that he was in prison,
and trying to stir up more trouble for him in prison, his brothers in Christ.

Christ. So what response would best magnify Christ in this situation? Would it be by
defending myself, arguing, complaining, caught up in their petty rivalry, in order to be sure
that I get the respect I deserve?

[29:54] Paul had that hanging right out before him, that temptation. Or would Christ be magnified
more by refusing to be drawn into this conflict, and to overlook this offense, and instead to
rejoice in the Lord, and to pray for those who despitefully use me?

That something Christ-like could be seen in me. There's something devilish about what
they're showing at this moment, but that something Christ-like could be seen in me.

Him may be. Though I'm belittled, he's magnified. So what does it matter? I trust you can
see that what a guiding principle this is for us in all things.

When Christ is your life, magnifying him is your priority, purpose, and pursuit in all things.
Not your comfort and ease, not what comes naturally to you, but his greatness, his glory.

And that's something that can be done by all of us who are his children, everywhere, and
in all aspects of our life.

[31:03] So let's pray it in and let's work it out. Let's think about it in each of those areas. Next, Paul
opens up his mind to us, and he lets us in.

And we get inside and we see he's been thinking about these two possibilities of the
outcome of his trial. It could be life, it could be death. And it's got him in this dilemma.

He doesn't know which to prefer to choose as if it were his to choose because each option
has much to be said for it. He's listing the pluses on either side.

And so he's considering first the possibilities of his life continuing. And he says in verse
22, if I'm to go on living in the body, well, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Paul has spent
this part of his Christian life going around preaching up Christ.

And what is he seeing? He's seeing tremendous fruit among Jews and Gentiles all over
the world. as they turned to God from their idols to serve the living and true God and to
wait for his son from heaven, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath that is coming.

[32:15] What a thrill. And then to see the word of God under the power of the spirit of God
transforming their lives from the inside out, making holiness their desire, making Christ
their life, fixing up all sorts of things in family life, in financial life, in recreational life, in the
work life, all of life you see turned right side up.

Paul saw the fruits of his labors. It was exhilarating work to the apostle. There's nothing
like it. He would gladly go on spending and being spent in the cause of such a savior and
friend.

Life doesn't get any better when it results in Christ being magnified in me and through me
in other people's lives. And so he's just about to pull the voting machine lever down and
choose life.

When he starts thinking about the second possibility, death. Oh, and now he really starts
salivating. For he says, I desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is better by far.
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To break camp here in this veil of tears and suffering and to go and laugh on glory side.
Ah, that's what I want. To be with Christ, the lover of my soul, to look on him who bore the
crown of thorns for me, who drank the bitter cup of God's wrath to the dregs for me, who
purchased me with his own life's blood, to be with him of whom I've read, of whom I've
talked to in prayer, of whom I've heard about all my life, and to be with him, to see him, in
whose presence is fullness of joy, and at his right hand are pleasures forevermore.

[34:16] To be with Christ, who is all the glory of Emmanuel's land. you see, his mind could go on
and on and on, and he does so in his writings, doesn't he, of all the advantages of why he
would want to depart and to be with Christ.

He says it's better by far. It's a rare triple comparative. He doesn't say it's better. He
doesn't just say it's more better.

He says it's much more better. There's a triple comparative. To depart and be with Christ,
much more better. Now, he's not comparing it to hell. He's not saying to go to heaven
would be better than hell.

Some people think that way. No, he's comparing it with going on living in this life, serving
Christ, and enjoying fellowship with Christ as he does in the body now. No, better to leave
the body and the grave for now and to go, my soul will go to be with Christ and to enjoy
him immediately.

Today, you'll be with me in paradise to be absent from the bodies, to be at home with the
Lord, which is much more better than the better that I have here now as a man in Christ
but on the earth because there no temptations will be able to reach me.

[35:42] I'm done with that inner struggle between my will and his will. I'm done with everything bad
and I'm beginning that new existence to be with Christ which is far, far, far better.

And to be privileged to die a martyr's death, well that would just magnify Christ too, to
prove to the world that to seal my testimony with my blood that Jesus is worth dying for.

that's better by far given that privilege. So now he's ready to pull the lever on death you
see. That would be preferred over life.

He's being pulled this way and that way or pressured, pushed this way and that way so
that he's torn between the two. What shall I choose? I don't know.

Thankfully it wasn't up to him to choose really, was it? He's just trying to share with us his
thoughts about which it might be. are these two choices both desirable for you?

[36:53] To depart and be with Christ. Is that a plus for you? Is it not just a plus but a triple plus?
Much more better. And is it your desire to live for Christ?

Such a life that he is your life. It's love for Christ that makes either option desirable. If
Christ is your life then to live is gain but to go and depart to be with Christ is also gain.

So Paul shares with us the tie-breaking consideration. See if you can pick it out in verse
23 through 26. I'm torn between the two. I desire to depart and to be with Christ which is
better by far but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body convinced of this.

I know that I will remain and will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the
faith so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on
account of me.

Tiebreaker what is more necessary for you? And everything else is subordinated to that.
Paul's own desire it would be to pull the lever to depart and be with Christ.

[38:20] But it's more necessary for you. Yes I have pluses to stay here but in the end it would be
more necessary for you. that I remain and minister to you.

So his own desire is sacrificed and sublimated to their needs. What was good for them
was counted more important than what was desirable for him.
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And that's what tipped the scales for the Apostle Paul. And that's what tipped the scales
for Jesus Christ the Son of God.

You see Paul's practicing what he's about to preach in chapter two in verse four when he
says each of you should look not only to your own interests what you desire what you
want but to the interests of others.

And that's what Christ did for us. That's what he's going to tell them in chapter two. There
he is in glory with all the perks of glory in heaven with his father. father. And he
subordinated all of that.

[39:26] Why? For what was in your best interest. He saw your need and he set apart his own
interests.

His own desire and he came and he became nothing. He became a man. He became a
servant. He became obedient to the hellish death of the cross. Why?

Because that's what was most necessary for you. That you might be saved. That you
might live forever. And Paul is going to tell them that's the attitude.

The attitude that is in Christ Jesus that must be in you. If you would know anything of unity
there at Philippi. And Paul is imitating that same spirit here.

I desire to depart but it's more needful for you. And so my desire to depart is trumped by
your greater need.

[40:33] Now that's how you magnify Christ in a self-seeking world. You go and do as Jesus did.
With self-denying love.

Denying yourself to serve the needs of others. So whose interest will you serve this week
instead of your own?

Go back through your pie chart and ask in each area. Whose interest needs will I serve at
the expense of my own desires that could have been used using that time that money for
myself.

That's lesson number two. To magnify Christ sacrifice your desires for the needs of
others. Now lastly notice the reason Paul would rather remain alive and continue to
minister to them.

Verse 25 he says it's for your progress and joy in the faith. Your progress and joy in the
faith. That's why I want to in the final analysis stay around and continue being with you for
your progress and joy in the faith.

[41:51] This is our aim as your ministers of the gospel of Christ. This is why we continue to live
and serve you for your progress and joy in the faith.

Two things here. First your progress in the faith. A living faith is a growing faith and we
want to see your faith growing progressing advancing we want to see greater faith in you
than what was there last year.

Faith remember faith the great receiver the empty hands that receive help from above that
receive spiritual energy from Christ in order to do and suffer his will faith that does that
faith that purifies the heart faith that overcomes the world faith that works by love faith that
sees the unseen faith that pleases the Lord that's the faith we want to see growing
progressing in you in all of its expressions is your faith doing that for you is it growing is it
stronger than it was last year is it progressing and you know how faith grows Romans 10
17 faith comes by hearing and hearing the word of Christ how firm a foundation you saints
of the
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Lord is laid for your faith where in his excellent word so Christ has us as your ministers
here to grow your faith in Christ by feeding you the word of Christ by leading you to Christ
to see him in all of his greatness so that you will draw all that you need for life in all
aspects of your life from him so that Christ will be your life that's why we continue to live
and to be with you as your ministers and if God has kept us here to feed your faith on
Christ then he wants you here to receive that ministry of feeding your faith on Christ but
that's just one thing one aspect the second aim of all gospel ministers is your joy in the
faith not only your progress in the faith but your joy in the faith for your progress and joy in
the faith now contrary to popular opinion ministers do not exist to make you miserable
some ministers may look like they're soaked in vinegar and give that impression but it's all
wrong the reason

Jesus gives ministers to his church and keeps them alive on planet earth is that they might
labor for the progress of your joy your joy joy we're here to lead you to Christ for greater
joy in him to lift your spirits from despair and the dungeon of discouragement depression
sadness into the joy of your salvation into the gladness and joy of the Lord this is an
epistle of joy isn't it Philippians it's written that's one of its its chief themes and and it's in
our Bibles to increase our joy and you know what the whole book is written to increase
your joy because notice it's your progress and joy in the faith in the faith as goes your faith
so goes your joy they rise together they fall together and we're here to see them rising
together your faith and your joy to so feed your faith on

[46:20] Christ that you will progress in faith and thereby progress in your joy are you happier
today in Christ than you were last year that's why we're here and that's what we're
shooting for in 2001 that your faith will progress and right along with it your joy in the Lord
will progress and that's what we're going to see from this little epistle of Philippians as
Paul says in Romans 15 3 may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
in him where does joy and peace come from from trusting in him from faith by believing
Christ by taking him at his word joy is the result and fruit of faith and what a joyful savior is
Jesus who delights in saving sinners and delights in the well being of his servants and so
that's our last lesson lesson three you magnify

Christ as you rejoice in him before a lost and depressed world wow that's that's a lot to put
on you this morning and I wouldn't put it on you if it were not the word of God and if you
did not have a sufficient ocean of supply help from above found in Christ so look to him
look to him and then see to it that magnifying him is your number!

goal and magnify him by sacrificing your desires to meet the needs of others and magnify
him by rejoicing in him while others are griping and complaining and depressed let's get
back to basics brothers this is it sisters this is the basics to me life is Christ to me the
reason I want to go on living is that he might be magnified and when it comes time to die
that I might magnify him in that way as well lost person what more could you want in a
savior than what is found in our Jesus he's willing to save you he turns none away he runs
to you and embraces you so stop running from him and run into his arms his welcoming
opening arms he's willing and he's able he's the only savior there is no other savior there
is no other way to

God there is no other way to live the life you were meant to live and created to live only
Jesus none but Jesus can do helpless!

sinners good well let's stand and sing Christ of all my hopes the ground let's make this our
response to God this is what we seek to do in our closing hymn is to say God has spoken
to us in his word now let's respond to him let's make this our prayer as we conclude this
morning thing


