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[ 0: 00] Take your Bibles and turn to the book of Philippians chapter 3. We're going to read the first
11 verses of Philippians chapter 3.

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again,
and it is a safeguard for you.

Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. For it is we who are
the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no
confidence in the flesh, though | myself have reason for such confidence.

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have more. Circumcised on
the eighth day of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, in regard to
the law of Pharisee, as for zeal, persecuting the church, as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.
But whatever was to my prophet, | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, | consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for
whose sake | have lost all things.

[ 1: 32] | consider them rubbish that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.

| want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so somehow to attain to the resurrection from the
dead.

Some things can be ruined by adding anything to it. Think of the perfect chocolate chip cookie with
just the right ingredients, the kind that mom's been making for years and everyone's devouring.
And then one day, dad thinks that he's going to improve on the recipe, and so he adds a cup of
chopped walnuts. And the kids cry, Dad, you've ruined the whole batch of cookies.

It was ruined not by something that was taken out, like the chocolate chips. It was rather ruined by
what was added to it.

[ 3: 01] And the gospel of Jesus Christ can be ruined not only by subtracting from it, but also by
adding to it.

And it's this latter danger that Paul is addressing in our text today in Philippians chapter 3, the first
nine verses. Gospel additives.

Christ plus something else for salvation. And it leaves us without any gospel at all. Now, Paul's
been addressing three great themes in this letter to the Philippians, the theme of joy and unity and
the mission.

And as we come to chapter 3, he's not going off on some rabbit trail, forgetting these three great
themes. Rather, he's continuing them. For our mission is to make disciples.

And how do we do that? We do it by holding out to them the saving gospel of Christ. But if we lose
the gospel, our mission is lost.

[ 4: 09] We have no good news for sinners. And as for the theme of unity, how is it that we're made
one? It is through faith in the gospel of Christ that we are joined to Jesus Christ.

I'm joined to Christ. You're joined to Christ. And so we're joined together as brothers and sisters of
the same Savior. Nothing shatters our unity like the intrusion of false doctrine and a false gospel.
And as for our joy, what joy can there be for hell-deserving sinners apart from the gospel of Jesus
Christ? The good news that we can be saved, not by our own deeds, but by the good deeds of
another done for us, even Jesus.

So you see, the very foundation of these three themes, of our mission, of our joy, of our unity, is the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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And if we get the gospel wrong, we lose everything, even our own salvation. Hence the seriousness
with which Paul takes up this theme and addresses the heresy of gospel additives.

[ 5: 25] Notice how he begins chapter 3. Finally, brothers, rejoice in the Lord. So in warning them
against the false gospel, Paul is still pursuing their joy in the Lord.

It's only in the gospel that, the true gospel, that we have a reason to rejoice in the Lord. And notice
as well that Paul is here repeating himself and what he's about to say.

This isn't the first time he's warned them about false gospels. They've heard it before. Maybe it was
on an earlier visit. Maybe it was an earlier letter that we're not aware of. But look at the last part of
verse 1.

It's no trouble for me to write the same things to you again. And it's a safeguard for you. We have
an unwholesome itch to hear new things.

And it can lead us to actually dislike listening to old things. But the truth is, most often what we need
to hear is not some new thing, but some old thing that we have forgotten.

[ 6: 43] And so the Bible's often saying to us, do you not know? Do you not know? You do know,
but you're acting as if you don't know.

And so Isaiah, Paul, Peter, Jesus are not above repeating themselves, calling to mind what we're
forgetting and need to remember.

So brothers and sisters, you need warnings. And you need them more than once. Don't tune it out,
saying to yourself, oh, | already know that.

I've already heard this. Just this week, | learned of a member of a church who walked out on his
spouse after many years of marriage.

He knew it was wrong. You know it's wrong. But we need the warning again and again. Why?
Because we live in an adulterous and wicked generation that is tempting us again and again.

[ 7: 54] So flee evil desires that war against your soul. Let him who thinks he stands, take heed,
lest he falls. Well, that's what Paul's saying here.

I'm writing the very same thing to you again. It's no trouble for me, and it's safe for you. Now in this
chapter, Paul is going to warn against three different false doctrines.

He's going to warn against legalism, against perfectionism, and against antinomianism. And we'll
see those as we proceed through this chapter.

This morning, the warning against legalism. Now as you know, the gospel was first announced to
the Jews, and only then later, to the non-Jews, the Gentiles, the nations.

That was God's plan. That was God's order. And so the gospel came first to the Jews. And some
Jews came to believe that indeed Jesus was the promised Messiah, and so they converted to
Christianity.

[ 8: 59] But they held on to this idea that salvation came by believing in Jesus Christ, plus keeping
all the laws of Moses, and especially the Old Covenant sign of circumcision, that marked them out
as the people of God.

Now, Paul did battle with these Judaizers in Acts chapter 15, when some men came down from
Judea to Antioch, where Paul was, and they were teaching the brothers, unless you are
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.

And the Gentile believers would say, but we have Christ. And they would say, oh, but that's not
enough. You must also be circumcised, or you cannot be saved.

There was the fatal addition to the gospel. It takes Christ plus circumcision to be right with God.
Now, when any meritorious work or ritual that we must do in order to be right with God is added to
the work that Christ has already done for sinners, it's according to the Apostle Paul another gospel
than the gospel that he preached.

[ 10: 25] In fact, it's no gospel at all. And those who preach it come under the curse of God.
They're adding something to Christ's work for salvation.

That's the problem of all forms of legalism. And it seems wherever the gospel of Christ has gone,
this lie of gospel additives has been found. In fact, the lie is already there in the human heart.

Even before the gospel arrives, this is the religion of natural man without God. That in our spiritual
blindness, we think that we can get on good terms with God by doing enough good things to please
Him, to satisfy Him.

That's the common thread running through all man-made religions. And biblical Christianity, this
religion, not made by man, but revealed by God to man, is the only exception.
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Now, precisely what good things must be done differs from religion to religion. With the animus, it's
certain bloody animal sacrifices. With the Muslim, it's his prayers and fastings and good deeds.

[ 11: 37] With the Hindus, it might be their self-denial, the meditations of the Buddhists, the
keeping of the Torah by the Jews, and all sorts of things, even within Protestantism and Roman
Catholicism.

But in all of them, it's man's work that makes the difference between a man going to heaven or hell.
It's the self-help religion that is so popular all over the world.

Ligonier Ministries every year does a survey on the state of theology in the United States. I've
guoted it before to you, and this came from their survey in 2020.

Listen carefully. True or false? God counts a person as righteous not because of one's works, but
only because of one's faith in Jesus Christ.

55% of United States adults agreed with that statement. True. Well, good for them, but bad for the
45% who think that somehow by their own works they can make themselves right with God.

[ 12: 45] and now we're told that 16% of evangelicals, that's people who say, I'm a born-again,
Bible-believing Christian.

16%. If we had 100 people here this morning, it would be 16 of you would say, well, | don't believe
that. | can't agree with that statement that it's only through faith in Christ apart from our works that
we're made right with God.

the last two fellows | talked to and asked what their confidence was for getting into heaven. Both
answered. It has to do with how well we live our life here. Christ plus religion.

But you can't add anything to Christ's work for salvation without ruining the gospel. It's no longer
Christianity. It just becomes another religion. and it's powerless to save.

And so it's possible that these legalistic Judaizers were already in the church at Philippi harassing
the believers there. Perhaps some of them were boasting of their circumcision as if they're one up
on the others who weren't circumcised.

[ 13: 57] That doesn't do a whole lot for unity, does it? Which was a problem in Philippi. Philippi.
But whether already present or coming Paul warns them of these dangerous men.

Now three times he sounds the warning. Watch out. Watch out. Watch out. I'm not sure why the NIV
only has it once.

| don't know if they're trying to save ink or paper or what the deal is but in the Greek it is there not
once but three times in each phrase the word watch out proceeds the phrase that follows.

Verse 2 Watch out for those dogs. Watch out for those men who do evil. Watch out for those
mutilators of the flesh. Paul's tone is intense.

The danger is real and serious. Now in these statements we have a threefold description or we
might say three snapshots of these false teachers.

[ 14: 59] first of all watch out for those dogs. Now there's the first picture. You're walking past a
junkyard and there on the chain link fence is a sign.

Watch out for dogs. Only Paul's posting this sign not by a junkyard but in the church at Philippi.
Watch out for those dogs. the legalist who prowls around fighting and biting and devouring others
praying off of the church.

They're like scavenger pack dogs that roamed the city streets of that day. They were unclean
carriers of all kinds of diseases and so they symbolized all that was unclean and impure.

And the Jews the circumcised love to look down their nose at Gentiles the uncircumcised and call
them dogs. And Paul turns the phrase right on them and says you may be a Jew and you may be
circumcised but you are the dog.

[ 16: 10] You're the unclean one who has nothing but your filthy self-righteousness. You're the one
feeding and devouring others like these pack dogs with your false gospel.

And so we learn that Paul's emphasis on unity is not unity at any cost. No, no, not not when the
gospel of Jesus Christ is at stake.

So watch out for those dogs. And then secondly watch out for those men who do evil. Evildoers.
Now, that's not what they look like. They appear quite harmless.

Even virtuous. They live moral lives. They're very religious people. They're not out murdering and
stealing. In fact, they're teaching the Ten Commandments.

They're teaching the Golden Rule. They're even preaching Jesus. Jesus. We must have him to be
saved. They're not hurting anyone.
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[17: 19] Surely there's nothing here to watch out for. And Paul says, oh, no. No, they're evildoers.
Because they're teaching a Jesus plus gospel.

And though they don't pull a knife and rob you of your purse, by their teaching, they would rob you
of eternal life. And though they wouldn't think of taking your life with a knife, by their doctrine, they
destroy the souls and bodies of men and women bringing them down to everlasting torments.
Watch out for these evildoers. Trusting in Jesus plus something for salvation has eternal
consequences. And then third, watch out for those mutilators of the flesh.

Dogs, evil workers, mutilators. others. Now, what they were peddling was circumcision as being
necessary for salvation.

In the Old Testament, circumcision was required of men as a Jewish badge of membership in the
covenant, marking them as belonging to the God of Israel.

[ 18: 31] Butit was never, even in the Old Testament, meant to be a mere outward act alone, a
mere ritual, but was to be matched by a spiritual circumcision of their hearts, a cutting away of the
sinful nature and sinful desires.

And so God often called upon them to circumcise their hearts so as to love the Lord wholeheartedly
and to be stiff-necked no longer.

Oh, but these people, these teachers, all they cared about was the outward sign, even while their
hearts were fighting against the true gospel that God has given us to believe.

Now, here we are in the New Covenant. We're not in the Old Covenant anymore. We are in the
New Covenant in Christ, purchased by His blood. And the only circumcision that counts now in
Christ is the spiritual circumcision of our hearts.

And it's a work by Christ, Colossians 2, 11 and 12. in Him, in Christ, you were also circumcised in
the putting off of the sinful nature.

[ 19: 44] Not with the circumcision done by the hands of men, but the circumcision done by Christ.
That's it. Well, these Judaizers had nothing of that spiritual reality of cutting out that sinful,
God-hating tendency.

No, they didn't have the spiritual reality. They were just boasting in the outward circumcision of the
flesh, as if it made them pleasing in God's sight and added to Christ would get them into heaven.
And so they proudly called themselves the circumcision. We are the circumcision. We are the real
people of God. Rather than giving them that term and letting them have that term, Paul says, you're
not the circumcision, you're the mutilators.

Because that's all you're doing in your ritual. There's nothing spiritual about it. It's as pleasing to
God as mutilation of the body.

So watch out for these Jesus plus teachers, they're dangerous men, and if you follow their ways,
they'll lead you away from God, not to him. So if they're not the real people of God, if they're not the
circumcision, who are?

[ 21: 01] Well, they claim to be the circumcision, but notice what Paul says in verse three, not so.
It's we. It is we who are the circumcision.

We, we who believe in Christ alone and are united to him by faith alone, whether Jews or Gentiles,
circumcised or uncircumcised, we're the true Israel of God.

We're the true Jew. the true covenant people of God, whose hearts have had that spiritual
operation done by the Lord and his Holy Spirit.

That's what Paul said in Romans two. A man is not a Jew if he's only one outwardly, had the
outward act, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, no, no.

A man is a Jew if he's one inwardly. And circumcision is circumcision of the heart by the Spirit, not
by the written code.

[ 22: 01] Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God. So we are the true people of God,
the true circumcision. And now he gives three descriptions of the true people of God.

See if these marks describe you. He gave three marks of the false teachers. Now three descriptions
of the true people of God. It's we who worship by the Spirit of God.

You see, these men were all about ritual. As if doing something would actually contribute to their
salvation. And Paul says, no, true worship does not consist in mere external rituals like
circumcision.

It's a heart to heart thing. It's a spirit to spirit thing between God, the living God, and me. It's a
meeting of him.
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A linking of my spirit with his. That's what true worship is. As Jesus told that woman at the well. That
God is spirit.

[ 23: 10] And those who worship him must worship him in spirit. There must be that connection.
And to worship in spirit and in truth. And that can only take place where the Holy Spirit has come
into the heart and changed the heart and given it a love for God rather than a hatred of him and his
laws and his gospel.

people. So we are those who worship by the spirit of God. You see, the spirit must come to our
hearts if true worship is ever to occur. So | ask you, do you worship by the spirit of God?

Is he helping you to have a meeting this morning with the living God? God. And the second picture
of the true believers, the true people of God is it's we who glory in Christ Jesus.

It's we who glory, who boast, who rejoice in Christ Jesus. Now, now these false teachers were
glorying in their circumcision.

But no confidence and trust for heaven is in anything that you do or that you are. No, we glory in
Jesus Christ.

[ 24: 20] So ask a real child of God how it is that she is saved. How does it happen that you're a
Christian and she will give all the praise to Christ Jesus.

She'll boast of his perfect life in her place and of his atoning death in her place. Not 98 percent
praise to him and 2 percent comes to me.

No, she boasts in Christ alone. Is that you? No, who glory in Jesus Christ and the third picture goes
right with it. It's just the negative. We're glorying in Jesus Christ and and put no confidence in the
flesh.

So no confidence in anything that | am or do to get me in to write status with God as the pastor
used the passage in Psalm 115 this morning.

Not to us. Oh, Lord, not to us, but to your name be the glory because of your love and faithfulness.
That's the theme song of every true believer. They swear off any trust in themselves, any
confidence in themselves, any boasting, any praise for themselves, and they lay it all at the blessed
Redeemer's feet.

[ 25: 48] The false teachers were trusting and boasting and putting their confidence in Christ plus
their flesh, their circumcision, their law keeping.

And so flesh here is anything that you trust in and to get you right with God other than Jesus
himself. So what about you? Are you one of these that's described as the true people of God, the
true circumcision?

Is it Jesus plus nothing? Trusting in nothing but Christ alone for salvation. You know, the whole plan
of salvation was designed by God in such a manner that excludes boasting in self.

There is no other way of salvation. Almighty, perfect wisdom has designed the one way of salvation.
And it leaves all of us humbled with nothing to say for ourselves and only to lay the praise at Jesus'
feet.

So if there's any boasting in self at all, you can know you've missed the gospel. If you're saying,
yes, no, Jesus, thank you for that and that and that and that. But by the way, it was sure great that |
was smart enough to figure it out and put my trust in you.

[ 27: 07] You've missed the gospel. All the praise goes to Jesus who put no confidence in the
flesh. That's the mark of the true Christian.

Saving faith looks away from self entirely and says, there is my salvation. The Lord is my salvation.
Well, Paul knows all about these legalists.

You know why? Because he once were one or however that's said. He once was the greatest
legalist. And so he shifts from us to | and me.

He's giving a personal testimony in verses four to six of his past religious life. Seven things that he
leaned on for salvation. Seven things about his flesh that he was confident would make him right
with God.

And so he talks about his pedigree. That's who he is. And this is what he inherited from his parents.
First, he says, | was circumcised on the eighth day. You guys have nothing on me.

[ 28: 13] You Judaizers. | didn't become a Jew later and circumcised later. No, right from the
beginning, as the law said on the eighth day. I'm a true blooded Jew from birth of the people of
Israel.
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That right pedigree, the chosen race that God chose in the old covenant. I'm of the I'm of the people
of Israel of the tribe of Benjamin.

Now, Benjamin was a small tribe, but it it had special honor because within their locale was
Jerusalem and the temple that that's my tribe.

A Hebrew of Hebrews, Hebrew son of Hebrew parents. If there was ever one true Hebrew, it was
me. There's his pedigree. Now he turns to his performance, what he did.

Well, in regard to the law, | was a Pharisee and the Pharisee was that party of Jews that was the
strictest party in Judaism, known for their scrupulous concern for law keeping, at least outwardly,
you see, in the eyes of men, ignoring the motives.

[ 29: 25] But Paul could say, | was a Pharisee. | was very concerned about law keeping. And then
six, he says, as for zeal, | was persecuting the church.

Now, he's not putting that down as a negative. He's putting that down as a positive. You see. |
persecuted the followers of this way to their death, arresting both men and women, throwing them
into prison.

And when they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. Many times | went from one
synagogue to another to have them punished. | tried to force them to blaspheme. And in my
obsession against them, | even went to foreign cities to persecute them.

And you see, all the while he's doing this, he thinks he's serving God. Why? Because he's wanting
to obliterate this false religion that centers around this false lying Messiah named Jesus, who's
dead and gone.

And we want to clean up religion of this scourge. So he's serving God. And that's why he lists it as
one of the things going for him.

[ 30: 33] He thinks God's going to be pleased with what he's doing in killing these followers of this
dead Messiah figure. And then last, as for legalistic righteousness, well, | was faultless.

In his own eyes, his righteousness, his law keeping was above fault. You couldn't find anything
amiss in Paul. So this is what Paul was pinning his confidence and hopes for heaven upon.

Who he was, what he'd done. As confident in his flesh as any Judaizer that he's here exposing. But
now, all that changed one day on the road to Damascus to arrest Christians.

When Paul met this Jesus, and he wasn't dead either. He was very much alive.

And he wasn't a false messiah. He was God's chosen messiah. And in persecuting his people, Paul
learns that he's been persecuting him.

[ 31: 47] Such is the connection between Christ and all who are in Christ. Saul, Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?

Jesus said to him. Suddenly, Paul found himself in big trouble. What he prided himself as winning
God's favor was actually the greatest sin possible against God.

And he was humbled in the dust. He saw that if he got what he deserved, he's a damned man. But
he also found that Christ had come not to damn him, but to save him.

He came to learn on that road to Damascus and later in Damascus, that Jesus Christ was more full
of grace than he was of sin.

Christ had mercy for him. Oh, his sins were many. But his mercy was more. And he learned that
salvation is by grace alone.

[ 33: 03] By faith alone. In Christ alone. To the glory of God alone. And he came away with a
whole new way of thinking.

A whole new value estimator. Things he placed value on. Verse 7. Now whatever was to my profit, |
now consider loss.

For the sake of Christ. He's talking in accounting terms. And you've got two columns. Two pages.
You've got your profits and your losses. And all these seven things that he had leaned on to put him
in good standing with God were over here in his prophets page.

These are the things that are getting me gained with God. In favor with God. Oh, but now with a
renewed mind, He moves them over where they belong.

And counts them as loss. Loss. Because not only do they fail to profit him and save him, they're
actually liabilities.

[ 34: 15] To lean on your own works. To make you right with God. It's not only not profiting you. It
is a huge loss.
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Before the almighty. When he sacrificed his own son for sinners. And you trump come traipsing into
his presence and say, Oh, but | have something to contribute to your son's work.

That's not just not profit. That's loss. Loss. And Paul sees it that way now. And he shifts it all over
into the loss column. Anything | was trusting in for favor with God for my salvation.

It's a loss. He's undone. Because trusting in these things robbed me of the greatest profit of all.
Christ.

Himself. So he counts them loss for Christ's sake. What's more, he says. | consider. | estimate. He's
the accountant. He's doing the estimating work.

[ 35: 15] I consider. Everything a loss. Compared to the. Surpassing greatness of knowing Christ.
My Lord. We're hoping to unpack that next week.

When we look at knowing. Christ. But nothing compares to the supreme worth of knowing Christ.
Christ. Jesus. As his Lord. For whose sake.

| have lost. All things. What does it cost a man or woman or a boy or a girl to follow Jesus?
According to Jesus.

It will cost you everything. You must deny yourself. That life. That you were living for yourself. And
you must. Renounce it.

And deny it. And you must take up your cross. A cross on which you are ready to die. And to follow
Jesus. It will cost you everything. And that's exactly what it cost. Paul.

[ 36: 11] It cost him all the popularity and praise of the Jewish leaders. Being the great persecutor
of Christians. Now he is. One of them.

A follower of the despised. Nazarene. It cost him his promising future. He was advancing. Beyond
others his age.

Working himself up in up the ladder of Judaism. Of the favored son of the Pharisee. It's all. Lost
now. He enjoyed the safety.

Of the smiles and favor. Within Israel. And now he's a hunted. Man. For believing in Jesus. He lost
it all.

But he did it with a smile. He did it willingly. Because he says he gained far more than he lost. He
gained Christ. He gained Christ.

[ 37: 08] All that he had lived for. All he had going for him. All that the Judaizers prized.

Is so valuable. In the sight of God. | consider them rubbish. He says. Garbage. With your spoiled
food. In it. That you.

Pull out to the curb each week. It's. It's good for nothing. It's rubbish. rubbish. And why? That |
might gain Christ.

That | might gain Christ. Now before he had counted Christ as rubbish. As the greatest loser of all.
But now that he knows him. Now that he has him. As his Savior and Lord. He counts him.

[ 38: 04] Great gain. Indeed such gain. That to have him. He gladly considers everything else loss.
Everything else rubbish. Compared to him. What is Christ to you?

Is he worth everything to you? Paul tells us why gaining Christ. Is worth losing everything else for.
He says. Because having Christ. | have everything. And specifically. | have. Righteousness. That
which makes me right with God.

Notice how he puts it. The end of verse 8. I've lost all things that | may gain. In Christ. Now here it
is. Verse 9. And be found. In him. In Christ.

Not having a righteousness. Of my own. That comes from the law. But that which is through faith. In
Christ. The righteousness. That comes from God. And is by faith. That verse is far more important.
[ 39: 05] Than most Christians realize. We ought to memaorize that one. Right after John 3. 16.
Because it teaches us. What truly believing on. The son of God.

Is. That gives us eternal life. It's to believe on him. For righteousness. To be found.

In him. Paul's thinking. Of a final appointment. That he has. With. His. Creator. And judge. The end
of this life.

When each of us. Will stand before him. As our judge. And each person. Will be assigned. Either to
heaven. Or to hell. Forever. And ever.

Now how do you want to be found. In that day. That's what Paul's talking about. When you stand
before your maker. And the one thing. You need to make it into heaven.

[ 40: 01] Is righteousness. And not just any old righteousness. Will do. No, no. It's got to be
perfect. Righteousness.
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It's got to be the very righteousness. Of God. Yours. Must match his. Because his is the standard.
Of judgment.

And if you don't measure up. You're under the curse. Forever. Colossians 3. Verse 10. All who rely
on observing the law.

Are under a curse. For it's written. Cursed is everyone. Who does not continue. To do everything.
Written in the book of the law.

Have you kept. Every command of God. Perfectly. Continually. If not. And you're relying on your
own. Works. Of the law. You're under the curse.

[ 41: 04] The righteousness. That is the standard. For heaven. Is perfect. Righteousness. The
righteousness. Of God. And it's. Precisely. That required. Righteousness. That Paul got.

When he gained Christ. Because to be found. In him. Is to have everything. That he is. Is to have.
Having him. Receiving him. Is to receive his righteousness. The very thing. | need for heaven. It
comes with Christ.

Notice two things about this righteousness. Paul says. First he says. It's not my own. But his. Not
having a righteousness of my own. That comes from.

The law. It's not a self. Made. Righteousness. Coming from my pitiful attempts. At keeping God's
laws. My commandment.

[ 42: 00] Keeping. My religious rituals. My good deeds. No. No. Outside of Christ. Isaiah says. All
of our righteousness. Is like filthy rags.

Oh. We're so proud of it. We think. Look at my good deeds. God. | sacrifice. To put this money in
the plate. I. | became. A member of this church.

I. I took communion. | was baptized. I. This. |. That. As if God's to be impressed. And God looks at
it. If we are outside of Christ. And he says.

It's filthy. Right. Defiled. Unclean. Augustine said. Splendid sins.

That's all they are. Imaginary righteousness. No righteousness at all. In God's sight. Certainly not
that which will. Measure up. To his standard. Oh.

[ 42: 59] But. In Christ. The righteousness. | have. Is not my own. Paul says. But. That
righteousness. Which comes. From God. He's the source of it.

Not me. And that's why Luther. Called it an alien. Righteousness. It's something that comes.
Outside of us. Altogether. An alien. Is someone who's come.

From outside. This planet. Well. That's how our righteousness is. It's come. From outside of us. It's.
It's not found in us. At all. It has nothing to do. With. With how you lived your life.

It has everything to do. With how Jesus lived his life. And. And. And. That's the righteousness |
need. And.

Since it's from God. It's a righteousness by God himself. Approved. So this righteousness. Is Jesus.
Perfect record of obedience. To. The commands of God.

[ 44: 00] So we see him. Tempted. Forty days. And forty nights. We see the devil. Ever at his
heels. Tempting him through. The. The Pharisees.

The Sadducees. All the people that he meets. And. And they try to trip him up. He's being tempted.
You see. In every way. Like we are. Yet. Not.

One sin. Without sin. Then we see him on the cross. Hanging there. Suffering. Dying. Under God's
wrath.

For sin. That was not his own. But his people's sin. And what we are seeing is. Obedience. Paul
says.

He was obedient to the father. Even. To the death of the cross. He is there being obedient. To the
father's command. You go son. And die for them. And he's obedient.

[ 44: 56] Even. To the death of the cross. All his life. Of thirty three years. His final work. There on
the cross. What is he doing? He's obeying. Obeying. Obeying. Sinless righteousness.

Is put to his account. That he might have a righteousness. To give to sinners. Who don't have
anything. But filthy rags. It's not my own.

But his. Well. The question. Then comes. Then. How do | get it? How do | get it? How can it
become mine? And that's the second thing.

Paul says about this righteousness. Not by. Law keeping. But by faith. In Christ. Alone. He says.
This righteousness. Does not come from the law.
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It doesn't come from keeping the law. But it comes from God. Through faith. In Christ. Jesus. | don't
get it. By trying harder. To keep God's commands. Or being a better boy or girl.

[ 45: 50] No. It comes from God. As a free gift. That is to be received. By faith. Alone. In Christ.
Alone. It becomes mine.

By faith. Period. And it's not like my faith. Is such a wonderful thing. That it merits. God's
righteousness. It's not that our faith. Is a work. That somehow.

Puts God in our debt. And so he's got to give us righteousness. Not at all. Christ's perfect
obedience. Is what merits God's favor.

And faith. Is just the empty hands. That receives Christ. And his righteousness. As mine. Empty
hands. Nothing good to say for myself.

A humbled. Contrite heart. That says. Lord. | bring nothing to you. As a reason. Why you should let
me. Into your favor. And into your heaven. No. | receive.

[ 46: 58] Your promised gift. Of righteousness. Through your. Promised son. Jesus Christ. | trust in
what he did. Not what | do.

And that's the faith. That receives Christ. And in him. To be found in him. Is to be found with this
righteousness. When we will need it. Like we've never needed it. Before.

Is that your only plea? That Jesus Christ. Has lived. And died. For me. Upon a life. | did not live.
Upon a death. | did not die. Another's life. Another's death. | rest. My whole eternity. You have all
your weight. On. What Jesus.

Did. When he obeyed the law. Do you have all your weight. On what Jesus did. When he died. In
the place of sinners. Are you resting. Your whole eternity. On Christ. If so.

[ 47: 57] His righteousness. Is yours. He's yours. And his righteousness. Is yours. For God made
him. Who had no sin. To be sin for us. So that in him. We might become. The righteousness.

Of God. God. | had an interesting call. From my son. One day. Wanting to know. What he should
wear. To his job interview. It's hard to know.

Anymore. These days. But hear me. You all have. A personal interview. With your maker. And
judge. And what you're wearing.

In that day. Will make all the difference. Between heaven. And hell. What you're wearing. In that
day. Will make the difference. Between heaven. And hell.

And hell. Forever. As you appear. Before the blazing light. Of God's holiness. That sees everything.
You've ever done. In secret. As well as in the open.

[ 48: 52] That penetrates. To the deepest motives. Of your heart. And why you did it. That
penetrates. Your thoughts. And what you thought. And. And penetrates.

And sees. And hears. And will judge. Every careless word. What will you be found wearing.

In that day. The spotless robe. Of Christ's righteousness. Or will you still be dressed. In the filthy
rags. Of your own righteousness. If God called.

For your final. Interview. Today. How would you appear. Dressed for heaven. Or dressed for hell.
To be found in Christ.

Is to be clothed. In his righteousness. Dressed for the wedding feast. Of the lamb. And his bride.
Christ. Is all you need. Than perish.

[ 49: 54] Any of this preaching. About Christ. Plus something else. For salvation. No. Having
Christ. | have his righteousness.

So | have all I need. To be right with God. No wonder. Paul begins. This section. With. My brothers.
Rejoice. In the Lord. You've got Christ's righteousness. Put to your account. You're clothed. In his
righteousness. Isaiah said it. 61. 10. | delight greatly.

In the Lord. My soul rejoices. In my God. Why? For he has clothed me. With garments of salvation.
And arrayed me. In a robe of righteousness. Dear believer.

Here's a reason. To always rejoice. In the Lord. Kids sick and fussy. You having a bad day. Nothing
going right. You've been clothed. In the righteousness. Of Christ. Your health breaking.

[ 50: 53] The end of life. Sweeping in. Your finances shaky. Your calendar squeezed. Your
pressures mounting. Emotions all over the chart. God has arrayed you. In a robe of righteousness.

His own. Rejoice. Your greatest problem is solved. Christ is yours. Rejoice. Your greatest need has
been met. His righteousness has been credited. To your account.

Whatever else is happening. You're ready for the final interview. Whenever it should come. You're
ready to launch away. Into worlds unseen. When | shall launch.
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In worlds unseen. Oh may | then be found. In Christ. The hymn writer was borrowing. From the
apostle Paul. Philippians 3.

9. To be found in Christ. Dressed in his righteousness alone. Faultless to stand. Before his throne.
Rejoice in Christ.

[ 51: 49] Your righteousness. And as you rejoice. In Christ. Your righteousness. All these Christ.
Plus gospels. That are being peddled. In our day. Won't mean anything.

To you. Because you have Christ. And everything. You need in him. Lost friend. You still trying. To
earn your way. To heaven. Coming to church. Because you think. It might get you points.

For heaven. Don't show up. For that final interview. Dressed in the filthy rags. Of your own
righteousness. Do you know. If you come to Jesus. Right now. By faith. You know what he'll do.
He'll take those filthy rags.

And he'll give you. His own righteous robe. To wear. Come. Come to him. Let's pray. Father.
Thank you. For the revelation. Of your heart. In the gospel. Just how willing. And ready. And able.
You are. To save sinners. That you would have us. At the cost of yourself.

[ 52: 49] And at the cost of your son's. Obedience and death. And not at the expense. Of our own
works. Or righteousness. Oh.

Humble us. With such a great gift. Thrill us. Send us on our way. Rejoicing in the Lord. And bring
any. Who are still standing. In their own righteousness.
To trade them in today. For Christ. We ask in Jesus hame. Amen. Amen.
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